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We are very much in awe of the great achievements of the girls in this year’s Hong Kong
Budding Poets (English) Award 2010/2011, organized by the Education Bureau, Gifted Edu-
cation Section. In the Primary section, out of 20 awards, our school got nine, including the
Champion, First and Third Runner-up, Poet of the School, and the Best Improviser of the
Year. They all went through the stages of an interview and an improvised writing session.

Congratulations! Let’s savour some of our budding poets’ work!

Champion Foet of the School
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Mother kissed me good night, Why is God so unfair?
While she turned off the light. Some plates are full, but some are bare.
She put down my favourite storybook, The Wacky Wild, Some sob for more, some cry for less,
And as | dropped off to sleep, | saw that her lovely face smiled. A crazy world, a total mess.
I opened my eyes and saw, Lands giving birth to food mountains,
An enormous orange paw, Barren lands deprived of vitamins.
Hanging from a twisted, trampled tree which shook. Endowed with technology and peace,
I thought to myself, “Is this reality, or am [ in a book?" Cursed by war, famine and disease.
This is the Wacky Wild, American burgers and apple pies,
Where Eccentric Elephants’dung is plied Freshly baked croissants and crunchy fries.
Where Loony Lions roar, Fully stocked shelves in shops and stores,
And Voracious Vultures soar. Such easy access, no one adores.
This is where Tough Trouts plunge and dive, Grumbling stomachs and shivering bone,
In the raging, rampant rapids where it's hard to survive. Begging for a morsel, hearing them groan.
Listen to the Hideous Hyenas cackle and laugh, Contaminated water, giving diarrhoea.
As they mischievously block our path. A depressed nation, living in fear.
Multi-coloured Monkeys swing and shriek and howl, Is God really that unfair?
Above Rowdy Rabbits whose droppings smell foul. The simple solution is to share.
Obnoxious Oxen snort and snore, Give the surpluses fo the poor,
Sleeping noisily while | explore. The tip of an iceberg, we can do more.

Abnormal Albatrosses glide and swoop,
Flying round in an irregular hoop.
Stinky Skunks smell like roften eggs,
Lying in burrows like Pathetic Pigs.

Barbarous Bears stalk their unfortunate prey,
To keep their ever-rising numbers at bay.
Dainty Dolphins spin and leap,

Never clumsily landing in a heap.

Finicky Frogs pick at their food,

Cowardly Chameleons change colour when they're rude.
Jittery Jellyfish sting and undulate,

Scolding the Ephyrae for being late.

Greedy Grizzlies snarl and grow,
Fatrolling the areas they often prowl.
Unique Urial chew up the grass,
Staring down on us as we pass.

Ignorant lguanas scramble and crawl,
Scarcely noticing us at all.
Kindly Kangaroos secretly mate,
Daing things that | honestly hate.

Zany Zebras prance and hop,
Whinnying at us nonstop.
Naughty Numbats sniff and inhale,
Looking for the "anteater’s ale”.

Quarrelsome Quails chirp and peep,
Causing me lo wake from my slumber deep.
| realize, with melancholy,

That it was all a fantasy.



An Interview with
Professor Yam

As part of their research project, our team of Budding Scientists,
Jae Lamb, Celeste Wu (Pr.5) Christine Chan and Ching Hou Yee
(Pr.6), had the honour to meet with a member of our DGS alumnae.
In March 2011, Professor Vivian Yam was recently awarded with
the L’Oreal UNESCO For Women in Science Award for her
research in chemistry. The girls found some real inspiration from
the interview on the career of a scientist.

During our interview with Professor Yam, we asked her what qualities a good scientist should have.

She thinks that a good scientist should have determination, because scientists often encounter failures. We shouldn't give
up so easily, because a successful experiment requires a lot of time and energy. She said,
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She has also told us that devotion is very important too, because when you
become a scientist, you will have to sacrifice a lot of your spare time to conduct
experiments. We have to believe in ourselves, and work to confirm our beliefs.
She told us that being positive and open-minded are character traits that can help
us in our work. She also added that we have to tolerate frustration and be
optimistic.

We were most amazed by her sense of humility because although she
has been recognised internationally, she reminded us that winning is
not the end of the journey. Instead, it empowers us to continue striving
for our goal.
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